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CARPOOL MATH: 
39 BETTER THAN 2? 


Plan for HOV lanes would require another passenger 
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DAI SUGANO — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
The carpool lane is just as packed as other lanes during a traffic jam on southbound Interstate 880 on Nov. 1 in Milpitas. 


By Erin Baldassari “This is not irreg- “One of the quick- 
ebaldassari@bayareanewsgroup.com ular or infrequent est and easiest 
SANFRANGISCO x With Bav Arei congestion. This How much solutions ... is to 
sited is more regularly the number of boot out the (clean 
traffic bad and getting worse, “extremely” con- h i 
transportation officials are con- occurring, So we : air) vehicles. But, 
sidering a drastic remedy for know thisisa gested carpool that runs counter 
some clogged highways: requir- problem we need lanes has risen to the (governor’s) 
ing vehicles to carry three peo- to address.” F policies.” 
; an ; 
ple, not just two, to use the car- — Ashley Nguyen, MTC — Joe Rouse, Caltrans 


pool lane. 
Nothing is happening any- 


time soon, but the conversation WHERE CALTRANS MAY MAKE THE CHANGE 


is a sign of how many more peo- ; 
ple are on the roads commuting Rie Re “Ywainutc GD Proposed 
to jobs and homes. Walnut Creek San slip a 
“It’s insane,” said Oakland res- A Francisco HOV/express 
ident Kim Ganade. “It’s gotten Oakland 4 lane widening 
much, much worse.” ‘Dublin US.101 
The problem, says Caltrans, | ) QS’ aaa" HOV to 
is that nearly two-thirds of the San 680 express lane 
Bay Area’s carpool lanes are Mateo Stremont Cone re lol 
moving too slowly to meet fed- Half T 1-880 O to 
eral requirements. And Caltrans Moon ‘San Jose sealed j 
is legally obligated to create a Ba Half 
plan for improvement or run the y Moon tp), Palo a ee 
risk of losing federal highway — HOV lanes Bay Alto lanes project 
dollars. ee Express lanes Morga 
Statewide, congestion in car- Congested __ Hill San Jose’ 5 miles 
pool lanes has been creeping up segments?” goles =a 
by roughly 3 percent year after *Lanes moving too slowly to meet the federal definition of a carpool lane, 
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All eyes 
on novel 
State law 
on guns 


Would California law that takes 
firearms from violent felons, 
mentally ill deter mass killings? 


By Robert Salonga and Patrick May 
Staff writers 


It’s difficult to keep guns away from ex-cons 
and the mentally disturbed, but a one-of-a-kind 
California program is designed to do just that. 
And in light of the Texas church shooting that 
left 26 dead, some are debating 
whether a program like it could 
have thwarted Devin Kelley’s 
murderous rampage. 

The Armed and Prohibited Per- 
sons System (APPS) program, 
proposed in 1999 and updated 
in 2006, makes California the 
first and only state in the coun- Kelley 
try to establish an automated sys- More inside: 
tem for tracking firearm owners | ey once 
and to provide the legal author- escaped from 
ity to proactively disarm con- a mental 
victed criminals, people with cer- health center 
tain mental illnesses, and others and threated 
deemed dangerous. superiors. 

Supporters like Richard Aborn page ag 
say programs like APPS need to 
be replicated in other states given the increased 
frequency of mass shootings in the United States. 
Aborn is president of the Citizens Crime Commis- 
sion of New York City and an architect of the de- 
funct federal assault weapons ban as well as the 
Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act that im- 

GUNS » PAGE8 


DAVID J. PHILLIP — ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Women hug during a vigil for the First Baptist 
Church shooting victims in La Vernia, Texas. 


Scientists fear flea 
treatment chemical 


An ‘admirable life’ in jail awaiting trial 


Ex-S.J. State instructor accused 
of shooting former son-in-law 


is killing aquatic life 


By Paul Rogers 


progers@bayareanewsgroup.com 


By Tracey Kaplan 


tkaplan@bayareanewsgroup.com 


Next time you spray Rover or Fluffy for fleas, 
you may be harming San Francisco Bay. 

An insecticide found in commonly used over- 
the-counter flea treatments like Frontline Plus 
and Pet Armor appears to be washing down pet 
owners’ drains and flowing through sewage treat- 
ment plants into the bay, new research shows. 

While the chemical, called Fipronil, is effective 
in wiping out annoying fleas, it also is entering 
the bay at levels that can kill aquatic insects that 
are a key part of the food chain, providing nour- 
ishment to fish and birds. 

“The big concern is that we are disrupting the 


SANJOSE » By all accounts, Dick Lane has led 
an accomplished life. He is fluent in Russian 
and other languages. He owned an English 
language institute in Palo Alto, taught po- 
litical science, linguistics and psychology at 
San Jose State University and was a two-time 
Democratic nominee for Congress. 

Now, at 79, Lane finds himself in a San 
Jose jail cell facing 37 years to life in prison 
if a jury convicts him on attempted murder 
charges. 

Lane is accused of firing a single shot in 
July at his former son-in-law, David Crouch, 


“Richard 

is a good 

man who 
really has 
hada really 
admirable 
life.” 

— Defense attorney 
Chuck Smith 

“We can’t 
have vigilante 
justice. 
Someone 
cannot act 

as the judge, 

; jury and 

COURTESY OF THE LANE FAMILY executioner.” 


ecosystem,” said Rebecca Sutton, a senior scien- whom he wounded, to stop Crouch from fil- Richard Lane, 79, with the youngest of his 11 — Prosecutor 
FLEAS » PAGE 8 LANE » PAGE 9 grandchildren at a family party in Menlo Park. Charles Huang 
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